Introduction
The data analyzed here are based upon a compilation of geologic ranges of all marine animal genera that I have described previously (e.g., Sepkoski, 1996 Sepkoski, , 1997 Sepkoski, 1996) . Second, extant genera have been counted up until their youngest fossil occurrence (see Sepkoski, 1997) in order to minimize the "pull of the Recent" (Raup, 1979 pods, as illustrated in Fig.  4 . This group is reported first from the latest Devonian (Schram et ah, 1978) and has few fossil occurrences during the succeedirtg (Sepkoski, 1991 (Sepkoski, 1984 (Sepkoski, , 1998 (Sepkoski, 1984 
